Development of a real-time probe-based PCR assay for the diagnosis of Pneumocystis pneumonia.
This paper describes the development of a rapid probe-based real-time polymerase chain reaction assay (PCR) for the diagnosis of Pneumocystis pneumonia. To develop the PCR, primers and fluorescent resonance energy transfer probes were designed after sequencing products obtained using previously published primers. This gave results that were concordant with conventional cytological staining techniques, but were available within 2 h instead of greater than 24 h.